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Shared reading (0-6 years) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is shared reading? 
Shared reading is about children and parents reading books together and talking about 
the pictures and stories. 

Why is shared reading important? 
When you read with your child at home, it sets the stage for successful learning at school. 
Shared reading teaches your child about the pleasures of learning through books. And it 
is important for your child’s language development and reading skills. 

You do not need to wait until you think your child is ‘ready’ to learn to read written words. 
Your young baby loves the sound of your voice and being held close. If you read to him 
from birth he will learn that story time is an enjoyable time to share with you. 

From about nine months, your child can appreciate pictures in books and can begin to 
have ‘conversations’ about what he sees. This gives him lots of opportunities that will 
later help him learn to read. You can keep reading to your child even when he can read 
for himself. 

Tips for shared reading with your child 
Try to make sharing a book a fun part of every day. Read or share stories at bedtime or 
on the bus. Here are some other suggestions: 

⋅ Be guided by your child’s interest. Very young children can pay attention for only a 
few minutes. Over time, your child will be able to listen for longer periods and be 
interested in more complex stories. 

⋅ Show your child the words. Run your �inger along the words as you read them. 

⋅ Create voices for the story characters and use body language to tell the story. 

⋅ Let your child choose the book and show her that you are looking forward to reading 
it by the tone of your voice. Younger children might choose the same book over and 
over (and that’s OK!). Older children might choose something they are interested in, 
like space or animals. 

⋅ Follow your child’s lead. If he is looking at the picture of the truck, say ‘Wow, that’s a 
big truck. Where have you seen one like that?’ 

⋅ Young children love turning pages so let your child do this if he can. You could also 
take turns to turn them. 

⋅ Ask questions to get your child’s ideas about the story. Use ‘wh’ questions (what, why, 
where, when, who) – for example, ‘I wonder why the boy looked inside the box? What 
do you think he will �ind?’ 
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⋅ Ask for more information – for example, ‘That’s interesting. Have you seen one of 
those before?’ 

⋅ Wait for your child to respond to questions and allow lots of time for him to express 
his ideas. 

⋅ Keep things relaxed and enjoyable – don’t push your child with too many questions 
and too many different ideas. 

⋅ Expand on what your child says. If your toddler points and says, ‘Truck’ you could say, 
‘That’s right. It is a red �ire truck. Can you say “�ire truck”?’ 

⋅ Introduce new words and ideas. If you are talking about a dog in a picture, you might 
say, ‘That dog is called a Dalmatian. He has lots of spots. Our dog is a poodle. Poodles 
look different’. 

⋅ Make connections between the events and characters in the story and your child’s 
experiences – for example, your family, pets, or neighbourhood. And let your child take 
the conversation from there. 

For some suggestions on rhymes, click here to download a booklet on rhymes! 

Recommended Reads 
• Very short tall tales to read together
• A good trick
• Reading with babies, toddlers and twos

http://www.babybonus.msf.gov.sg/wp-content/parentingresources/documents/Rhymes%20and%20Songs%20Sing-Along.pdf
http://catalogue.nlb.gov.sg/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/EXPNOS/BIBENQ?ENTRY=Very+short+tall+tales+to+read+together&ENTRY_NAME=BS&ENTRY_TYPE=K&GQ=Very+short+tall+tales+to+read+together&SORTS=SQL_REL_TITLE
http://catalogue.nlb.gov.sg/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/EXPNOS/BIBENQ/7254140?QRY=CTIBIB%3C%20IRN(234307626)&QRYTEXT=A%20good%20trick
https://nlb.overdrive.com/media/1318436
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